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them in certain cases of extra batta, in considera-     CHAP.
tion of their providing themselves with quarters."*      ___"
This view of the question was not confined to the
Bengal government; it appears to have been enter-
tained by the army: a point important to be noticed,
as it was at a future period the origin of much dis-
satisfaction.
No further change was either made or meditated
till the year 1814. A general review of the state
of the military establishments of India appears then
to have taken place at home, and it was ordered
that the allowance of full batta at those stations
where half batta and quarters had previously been
granted should cease, and that, for the future, half
batta and house-rent should be substituted. A
revised scale of allowance for house-rent was at the
same time furnished, the effect of which was to in-
crease the amount at Madras and Bombay, but to
diminish it at Bengal.
These orders arrived in India while the govern-
ment were engaged in the Nepaul war.    The Pin-
darie and Mahratta war followed, and for a time
the authorities had far more important claims upon
their attention than any arising out of disputable
questions of allowances.    When leisure was found
for examining the subject, the Bengal government,
instead of acting immediately upon the orders from
home, deemed it proper to address to the Court of
Directors a representation against their being car-
ried into effect.    The ground of their remonstrance
* Military letter from Bengal, 28th of May, 1801.